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Fauna & Flora International (FFI) is the world’s oldest international wildlife conservation organisation. 
Our mission is to conserve threatened species and ecosystems worldwide, choosing solutions that are 
sustainable, based on sound science, and which take into account human needs.
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Compressor fishing is the practice of collecting 
wild marine species (primarily fish, echinoderms 
and crustaceans) underwater while breathing air 
supplied from a compressor (via a hose) on a 
vessel on the ocean surface; it is a practice that 
takes place across the world, but has been (and 
remains) particularly prevalent in Southeast Asia. 
The use of compressors to fish is a “means to an 
end” and does not precisely describe a method of 
fishing; once under the water, a compressor fisher 
may use a variety of implements and techniques to 
catch fish, ranging from collection by hand to spear 
guns or encircling nets. Compressor fishing and 
associated practices can have dramatic negative 
impacts on marine biodiversity, including coral reef 
damage and declines of globally threatened reef 
fish populations.

Fauna & Flora International (FFI) has worked on 
the island of Simeulue in Indonesia’s Aceh 
province since 2011, partnering with island 
communities and government bodies to better 
protect the marine environment and strengthen the

province’s customary fishing institutions, the 
Panglima Laot. Compressor fishing has emerged 
as a persistent source of conflict on the island 
and is likely to remain a significant management 
challenge for the governance of Simeulue’s
existing Pulau Pinang, Pulau Siumat dan Pulau
Simanaha Marine Protected Area (PiSiSi MPA) 
and its three new MPAs (preliminarily 
designated in 2018). 

In 2018, in order to better understand the risks and 
motivations associated with compressor fishing 
and to inform improved conservation action, FFI 
conducted in-depth interviews with 42 Simeuluen
fishers, from seven villages, who currently or 
historically have used compressors to fish. We 
hoped that the information from these interviews 
would lead to better designed and more targeted 
conservation interventions to reduce damage from 
this activity within the communities where 
compressor fishing is most prevalent and would 
enable us to draw out some of learning points and 
recommendations for action. 
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The study revealed that compressor fishing on 
Simuelue is a high-risk activity. Regularly reported 
safety hazards included cutting off of divers’ air 
supply and panic attacks; pervasive negative 
health impacts ranged from minor joint pains to 
major ailments such as deafness and even 
paralysis. However, many fishers consider these 
risks to be worth taking, and the use of 
compressors is clearly a fishing activity of choice 
rather than desperation. In spite of the reportedly 
elective nature of the activity, compressor fishing 
is practiced by fishers that are particularly 
financially vulnerable, holding multiple jobs and 
earning below Aceh province’s minimum salary. In 
spite of the known risks of repetitive diving, the 
activity takes place all year round and, for the 
majority, on a nearly daily basis.

The scale and nature of compressor fishing on 
Simeulue, as identified by our study, has clear 
implications for the management of PiSiSi MPA 
and the future management of the three new 
MPAs. Community observations of compressor 
vessels within PiSiSi MPA have declined in the last 

three years. It is strongly suspected that this is 
because this practice is moving to other parts of 
the island (where there is less management 
oversight), rather than being eliminated entirely. 

Based on the results of the study, FFI makes the 
following recommendations to relevant 
stakeholders across Aceh province:

1. Urge compressor fishers to consider the 
health and safety risks of this practice through 
cross-sectoral awareness raising, involving 
health and development sectors as well as 
conservation

2. Ensure that markets for fish catch on 
Simeulue are inclusive, deliver increased 
economic benefits for fishers (thereby reducing 
the need to risk use compressors to fish) and 
incentivise legality

3. Recognise the realities of this socio-
economically complex fishing practice as well 
as the needs of compressor users and ensure 
a “just transition” to other fishing activities.
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Fauna & Flora International (FFI) has worked on 
the island of Simeulue in Indonesia’s Aceh 
province since 2011, partnering with island 
communities and government bodies to better 
protect the marine environment and strengthen 
the province’s customary fishing institutions, 
the Panglima Laot (which roughly translates as 
“sea commander”).

Panglima Laot are traditional small-scale fisheries 
institutions that are unique to Aceh; the term refers 
to both the institution and the elected head of this 
institution. Representing groups of fishers in a 
coastal area at the level of a single or several 
villages, these institutions lead and organise 
customary maritime and fisheries use law. Their 
jurisdictions extend to village-level customary 
marine areas known as “lhoks” and their 
responsibilities include fisheries management 
(through mandating closed fishing days for 
religious purposes, permissible fishing gears, as 
well as season timings or permissible fishing 

locations), security at sea, conflict resolution and 
coordination with local governments.

Through FFI’s work with these institutions on 
Simeulue, compressor fishing has emerged as a 
persistent challenge, particularly for the 
management of the island’s most established 
PiSiSi MPA.

In 2018, FFI conducted in-depth interviews with 42 
Simeulue fishers who currently or historically have 
used compressors to fish, in order to gain a more 
nuanced picture of compressor fishing, particularly 
in terms of the health and safety risks posed to 
fishers and their motivations for conducting the 
activity. The aim of the study is to provide 
information that can be fed in to better design of, 
and more carefully targeted, conservation 
interventions (that take into account the complex 
health and safety implications and social norms of 
this practice) and to identify lessons learned points 
that could be applied in other locations.



www.fauna-flora.org 6

Compressor fishing is a globally distributed 
practice of collecting wild marine species –
primarily fish, echinoderms and crustaceans –
underwater while breathing air supplied by a hose 
from a compressor on a vessel at the ocean 
surface (Huchim-Lara et al., 2016). Compressor 
fishing is known to occur only in tropical regions 
and the technique is known by a variety of names 
in these regions, including “hookah” diving (due to 
the use of air hoses akin to those used in the 
vaporizing tobacco “hookahs”) and “pa-aling” (a 
term used primarily in the Philippines, where 
additional bubbling hoses are used to chase fish). 

The use of compressors for fishing is a “means to 
an end”; the term compressor fishing does not 
describe a method of fishing. Once under the 
water, a compressor fisher may use a variety of 
implements and techniques to catch fish, such as 
spear guns or encircling nets. In some cases, 

compressor diving is simply a means of collecting 
already captured or stunned fish i.e. after they 
have been caught in a trap (Pet-Soede & 
Erdmann, 1998).  

The method mostly commonly associated with the 
use of compressors is “cyanide fishing”, in which 
bursts of cyanide solution from squirt bottles are 
used to stun the target fish. An appropriately 
calibrated squirt allows the diver to anaesthetise 
the fish, rather than kill it (ibid.). Cyanide fishing is 
thought to have first originated in the Philippines in 
the early 1960s and spread to Indonesia by the 
mid-1980s (Halim, 2002). A principal driver of 
cyanide fishing is the live reef fish trade (the 
“stunning” effect of the poison allows the fish to be 
kept alive for onward transport), but it is also used 
to allow for easier catches of locally consumed or 
traded species (ibid.).

W H AT  I S  C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H I N G ?

Sam
sulBahri/FFI
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The use of compressors for fishing has two main 
negative impacts: 

1. the activity carries a major health risk for 
those diving and 

2. the associated fishing methods used threaten 
both the target fish populations and the 
habitats on which they depend. 

This study specifically gathered data on the first 
impact, but the damage the associated fishing 
methods cause is one of the primary objectives 
for addressing this issue in the context of MPAs 
in Indonesia. 

The principle ecological threats posed by the 
methods used when compressor fishing are coral 
reef damage and declines of reef fish (including 
species of conservation concern). 

Coral reefs are damaged if compressor fishers 
deliberately break corals using tools such as steel 
bars to extract the target species, particularly 
those found within crevices and underneath 

coral colonies. If the fishers use cyanide at high 
concentrations, this can lead to coral bleaching (a 
precursor to mortality; Jones & Steven, 1997). 

There is evidence that some reef fish species –
especially grouper and wrasses, many of which are 
globally threatened – may suffer severe declines in 
response to targeted compressor fishing as it is 
the most viable way of keeping reef fish alive for 
onward trade; this is especially true in the case of 
the most prized ornamental fish within these 
groups e.g. the Napoleon wrasse, Cheilinus
undulatus (Endangered on the IUCN Red List; Pet 
& Djohani, 1998). 

Lastly, compressor fishing can be an untargeted 
activity that, by allowing divers to stay down for 
longer than free-diving or the use of SCUBA, 
may exacerbate overexploitation of an 
unregulated fishery; reefs with high levels of 
compressor fishing have been observed to become 
“fished out” within a few years of the activity 
growing in scale (ibid).
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C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H I N G  
O N  S I M E U L U E I S L A N D
Compressor fishing (and its associated impacts of 
coral damage and reef fish overexploitation) has 
been identified as the predominant fisheries-
related threat taking place in PiSiSi MPA. It is 
largely thought to be conducted by fishers who live 
outside the MPA. The method was first introduced 
in the Teupah Selatan Sub-district between the 
1970s and 1980s when fishers from Makassar, 
Sulawesi and East Java migrated to the island. 

In 2019, compressor fishing vessels were 
frequently observed by fishing communities and 
local enforcement agencies operating off Simuelue
although their use in these waters is prohibited by 
customary (“adat”) law of the sea (enforced by 
Panglima Laot) and (theoretically) by national 
Indonesian law1. The fishers on these vessels 
usually target important commercial marine 

commodities such as groupers, sea cucumbers, 
lobsters, octopuses, top shells (Trochus niloticus), 
snapper, and recent reports suggest they have 
started to target parrotfish. Once under the water, 
attached to the compressor, these fishers use a 
mixture of hand-based methods, harpoons and 
spear guns, depending on their target (Table 1). 
The use of compressors (allowing fishers to spend 
longer periods underwater) combined with 
destructive methods such as spear guns, 
outcompetes more traditional, environmentally 
friendly and selective fishing methods that also 
target the same species, such as handline for 
catching groupers and other fish, ladung for sea 
cucumbers, and nets for lobsters (FFI unpublished 
data, 2019). In addition, cyanide is occasionally 
used to target fish inside reef crevices (FFI staff, 
pers. comm).

1National law relating to the use of compressors to fish is unclear and open to misinterpretation. Under the National Plan of Action for Monitoring 
and Tackling Destructive Fishing (Marine Affairs and Fisheries Ministerial Decree No. 114 Year 2019), compressor fishing is not listed as a distinct 
category, but is put under cyanide fishing, meaning it is only strictly il legal if the method is used together with cyanide fishing. Moreover, in 
Indonesian Constitution No. 45 Year 2009 on Fisheries, compressor fishing is listed as one of the focal destructive fishing methods, but there is no 
derivative regulation (e.g. a ministerial regulation or decree) that would directly forbid the use of compressors when fishing. 

TARGET SPECIES GROUP
FISHING TECHNIQUES

Hand collection Harpoons Spear gun

Lobster 

Sea cucumber 

Octopus  

Top shells 

Reef fish  

T A B L E  1  Simeulue compressor fishing techniques, according to target species group.

A combination of local, district and provincial 
enforcement regimes are used to respond to 
compressor fishers who contravene Panglima Laot
customary law and several compressor fishers 
have been apprehended in PiSiSi MPA since 
patrols began in 2013, primarily within customary 
marine areas (lhoks) (Fig 1).  There is evidence of 
a slight decline in community observations of this 
activity (Fig 2), especially after the patrol task 
force and Panglima Laot arrested compressor 

fishermen in two different locations in 2019 (inside 
and outside PiSiSi MPA). However, it is possible 
these arrests have just caused a displacement of 
compressor fishing beyond the boundaries of the 
most actively managed customary areas within 
PiSiSi MPA (particularly given patrol data are only 
collected within the MPA), which could be 
reversed if  government budget for patrolling 
stops or is reduced.
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F I G U R E  1  Compressor fishing incidents within Panglima Laot customary areas (orange and yellow 
boxes) inside PiSiSi MPA (black line). Red dots represent compressor fishing incidents recorded through 
community incident reporting between 2016 and 2019.
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F I G U R E  2  Decline of compressor fishing incidents reported through community observations 
across two Panglima Laot customary fishing areas within PiSiSi MPA. The yellow line represents the 
total number of reported incidents per year and the green line represents reported incidents per total 
community observations.
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S U RV E Y O F  C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H E R S
FFI’s Simeulue compressor fisher survey 
comprised 41 questions, covering demographics 
(12 questions), experience and personal history of 
compressor fishing (four questions), seasonality 
and frequency of the activity (four questions), 
safety protocols (nine questions) and health 
impacts (12 questions). Of the 29 non-
demographic questions, only nine required 
qualitative answers, the remainder being multiple-
choice. The survey was designed to take roughly 
30-45 minutes per person. 

FFI conducted 42 in-depth interviews in seven 
villages in three sub-districts of Simeulue (Fig 3).

The locations were chosen based on FFI teams’ 
expert knowledge of known “hotspots” for 
compressor fishers and also proximity to PiSiSi
MPA. Within survey locations, interviewees were 
selected based on information provided by 
Panglima Laot, village heads and community 
leaders. Interviewees were all male, aged between 
22 and 62 years (average = 35 years).

FFI identified 126 compressor fishers in the survey 
locations, who make up 8% of total registered 
fishers (1,498) in these subdistricts. Roughly a 
third of the compressor fishers were interviewed.

F I G U R E  3  FFI compressor survey locations. Areas shown in green represent the seven villages 
where surveys took place.



www.fauna-flora.org 1 1

0 - 5 years

6 - 10 years

11 - 15 years

16 - 20 years

Interviewees were introduced to 
compressor fishing through their 
friends (62%, n = 26) or a family 
member (38%, n = 16) and the 
majority of interviewees (88%, 
n = 37) stated that others in their 
family also practice this activity. 

Years of experience were evenly 
distributed, with some practicing this 
type of fishing for fewer than five 
years and some up to 20 (Fig 4).

S U RV E Y R E S U LT S

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  P E R S O N A L  H I S T O R Y  O F  C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H I N G

F I G U R E  4  Years of experience of 
practising compressor fishing.

S E A S O N A L I T Y  A N D  F R E Q U E N C Y  O F  C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H I N G

According to interviewees, compressor fishing takes place throughout the year (Fig 5), but with a roughly 
seasonal pattern, with a slight majority of interviewees indicating that they fish with compressors more in 
wet season months (average of 89% from November to March) than in dry seasons months (average of 
76%). Compressor fishers practice this activity from one to over ten times a week, with a slim majority 
(55%, n = 23) practicing it 4-6 times a week.  The size of the crew ranges from two to six people 
(average crew members = 4). 
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F I G U R E  5  Season for compressor fishing.

The primary livelihood of the interviewees was fishing, with half (48%, n = 20) having a second job, 
mainly as farmers (n = 13) and labourers (n = 6); only one interviewee said he had a third job. Only a 
third of the interviewees (35%, n = 15) had more income (>IDR 3,000,000) than the minimum provincial 
salary which is IDR 2,700,000 per month in 2018 (Pemerintah Aceh, 2018).
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S A F E T Y  P R O T O C O L S  A R O U N D  C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H I N G

Every interviewed fisher except one (98%, n= 41) 
had experienced some form of safety incident 
while fishing with a compressor. Less than half (n 
= 19) of the interviewees had received any form of 
dive safety training, although the majority (70%, n 
= 30) were aware of the specific need for divers to 
“stop at a certain depth when moving up to the 
surface”. When interviewees were asked to explain 
in their own words why this was necessary, their 
answers included pressure difference (“maintain 
pressure in the body”), equalisation (“keep the 
ears from hurting”) and avoiding major health 

impacts (“guard against paralysis”). If interviewees 
were not aware of the need for this stop, they were 
asked to describe how they return to the surface 
from a dive: most said that they are simply “pulled 
by the hose up to the surface of the water”.

All interviewees bar one had experienced a safety 
incident whilst compressor diving and the types of 
incidents are shown in Table 2. The majority were 
due to problems with the compressor itself, rather 
than injuries from other sources.

SAFETY INCIDENT INTERVIEWEES EXPERIENCING THIS INCIDENT (# / %)

Pinched compressor hose 39 (93%)

Compressor failure 30 (71%)

Skin scratched from coral 11 (26%)

Panic attack 8 (19%)

Attacked by marine animal 
(e.g. venomous fish) 6 (14%)

T A B L E  2  Reported safety incidents whilst compressor fishing.

Sam
sulBahri/FFI
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H E A L T H  I M P A C T S  O F  C O M P R E S S O R  F I S H I N G

When asked if they considered that compressor 
diving could affect their health, the majority of 
interviewees said it could (76%, n = 32) and an 
even higher majority of interviewees had 
experienced a significant subsequent health impact 
from the activity (83%, n = 35).  The most common 
impacts were “joint pain” and “dizziness” 
(symptoms associated with decompression 
sickness), with a small number of interviewees 
identifying major impacts including deafness and, 
in one case, paralysis (Table 3). When faced with 
a health impact, 55% used only traditional 
medicine as a remedy, 33% used traditional 
medicine and attended a hospital and 12% just 
attended a hospital.

There are several reasons why the majority of 
surveyed compressor fishers prefer using 
traditional medicine to going to a hospital. 

First, many believe in the efficacy of traditional 
medicine. Decompression sickness is sometimes 
believed to be caused by something mystical 
which cannot be treated by common medicine. 
Second, the health infrastructure in Simeulue is 
not equipped to treat compressor diving victims. 
The nearest functional chamber is located in 
Medan on mainland Sumatra and takes over a day 
to reach. Third, local medics are not familiar with 
symptoms of decompression sickness, meaning 
that the treatment of decompression sickness 
victims is challenging.

Some casualties due to compressor diving 
incidents have been recorded. At least 12 people 
died between 2012 and 2014 (Tribun News, 2014). 
The most recent casualty was recorded in Busung
Village, Teupah Tengah sub-district in 2018, one of 
the survey locations (FFI team, pers. comm).

T A B L E  3  Reported health impacts caused by compressor fishing.

HEALTH IMPACT INTERVIEWEES EXPERIENCING THIS HEALTH IMPACT (# / %)
Joint pain 32 (76%)
Dizziness 20 (48%)
Pain in the spine 17 (41%)
Excessive fatigue 14 (33%)
Itchiness 8 (19%)
Blurred vision 6 (14%)
Shivering and stiffness due to cold 6 (14%)
Unconsciousness 5 (12%)
Bleeding 4 (10%)
Deafness 3 (7%)
Paralysis 1 (2%)
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I N S I G H T S  O N  M O T I V A T I O N S

In the safety protocols section of the survey, interviewees were asked to express – in their own words – if 
they liked compressor fishing and to explain why. Interviewees were not required to answer this question 
and five gave no response. Eight did not explain why they like compressor fishing, while 11 interviewees 
gave more than one reason of why they like compressor fishing. 

Of those that did answer this question, six consistent themes emerged:

1. Compressor fishing meets the subsistence needs of these fishers and their families: 
Interviewees used phrases such as “meets the need of my family” and “enough for daily needs”. 
17 interviewee responses reflected this theme.

2. It can earn fishers more money than other forms of fishing: Interviewees used phrases such as 
“the income is more than from any other profession” and “it earns enough and sometimes more”. 
13 interviewee responses reflected this theme.

3. It can begin as something practiced casually and evolve into a livelihood: Interviewees used 
phrases such as “it was originally a hobby”. 8 interviewee responses reflected this theme.

4. The material benefits of compressor fishing outweigh the known health risks: Interviewees 
mentioned specific risks (“paralysis”, “coldness”) whilst explaining the benefits. 4 interviewee 
responses reflected this theme.

5. It costs less and is more economical. Interviewees used phrases such as “it costs less” and “it is 
more economical”. 3 interviewee responses reflected this theme.

6. It is easier and needs less effort compared to other fishing methods. Interviewees used phrases 
such as “the work is less” and “it is easier”. 3 interviewee responses reflected this theme.

Erdiansyah/FFI
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C O N C L U S I O N

Sam
sul Bahri/FFI

Our study has revealed that compressor fishing on 
Simuelue is a high-risk activity.  Regularly 
reported safety hazards included cutting off of 
divers’ air supply and panic attacks, and pervasive 
negative health impacts ranged from minor joint 
pains to major ailments such as deafness and even 
paralysis. However, fishers consider these risks 
are largely worth taking, with the use of 
compressors clearly identified as a fishing 
activity of choice rather than desperation; 
economic motive and familiarity (particularly 
inherited practices from relatives) were the 
strongest drivers of this choice.

In spite of the reportedly elective nature of the 
activity, compressor fishing is practiced by 
people who may be financially vulnerable, 
holding multiple jobs and earning below Aceh 
province’s minimum salary. This economic 
marginalisation means that the majority of these 
fishers are willing to take the risk to dive 
unsafely (although just less than half had received 
some form of dive safety training) meaning that 
financial risks are compounded with health and 
safety risks. In spite of the known risks of 
repetitive diving, the activity takes place all 
year round and, for the majority, on a nearly 
daily basis.

The scale and nature of compressor fishing on 
Simeulue, as identified by our study, has clear 
implications for the management of customary 
areas (“lhoks”) within PiSiSi MPA and how this will 
be layered onto more formal MPA management 
structures, as well as the future management of 
the three new MPAs preliminarily designated 
around the island. Compressor fishing 
represents the most persistent illegal and 
damaging fishing activity within the MPA, in 
spite of seemingly being practiced by only a 
minority of fishers within surveyed sub-districts 
(though it is likely the proportion of Simeuluen
fishers using compressors is higher than those 
self-identifying in our study). 

Furthermore, while community observations of 
compressor vessels have declined in the last three 
years, it is strongly suspected (though not 
currently evidenced) that this form of fishing is 
being displaced to other locations (rather than 
reducing in intensity) when considering the 
island as whole. Given that the three newly 
designated MPAs have brought a further 240km2 of 
protection to Simeulue’s nearshore coastal zone, it 
is critical that a holistic approach is taken to this 
socio-economically complex fishing practice. 
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To support this holistic approach, Fauna & Flora International makes the following recommendations to 
relevant stakeholders across Aceh province:

1. Urge compressor fishers to consider the 
health and safety risks of this practice 
through cross-sectoral awareness-raising: 
Our study has shown that compressor fishing 
has caused – and continues to cause – real 
harm and endangerment to people within 
Simeulue’s coastal communities. Collaborative 
outreach – involving government, health and 
conservation sectors – across the island to 
continue to raise awareness about these risks 
must become a shared priority.

2. Ensure that markets for fish catch on 
Simeulue are inclusive, deliver increased 
economic benefits for fishers and 
incentivise legality and compliance: Fishers 
in our study largely earned below the province’s 
minimum wage and were therefore willing to 
ignore the health, safety and compliance 
implications of compressor fishing in pursuit of 
short-term economic gain. Although Simeulue
is a relatively remote island, there are clear 
opportunities to strengthen and improve 
market access for 

fishers who demonstrate willingness to comply
with MPA rules and buyers who also play a role 
in demanding this compliance. While this will 
firstly require increased convening and 
coordination of fishers and buyers, this may 
also require government investment in 
infrastructure to, for example, better maintain 
the quality of catch.

3. Recognise the needs of compressor users 
and ensure a “just transition” to other 
fishing activities: Our study has shown the 
people who use compressors to fish in 
Simeulue have practiced it for a long time (for 
some, up to twenty years) and it is an 
entrenched (often daily) part of their lives. If 
stakeholders involved in improving coastal and 
island community livelihoods and marine 
conservation do not see this activity as 
compatible with effective marine governance, 
then proactive planning must be put in place to 
ensure a “just transition” for these fishers – who 
are small-scale fishers – away from this activity 
and into less dangerous fishing activities.
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1. Consider compressor fishing as an “island-
wide” issue: While compressor fishing is a 
particularly important issue for motivated 
fishing communities within PiSiSi MPA, the 
“displacement effect” means this activity will 
persist on the island even with increasingly 
effective management of this specific site. The 
three newly designated MPAs on the island 
provide a perfect opportunity to start monitoring 
fishing-related threats across the island and 
harmonise marine patrolling and incident 
reporting at community and island-level.

2. Implement Simeulue’s strong local 
agreement to prohibit the use of 
compressors: National laws regarding the use 
of compressors to fish are unclear and open to 
misinterpretation; this has meant that 
prolonged debate has taken place between 
government authorities on how to interpret the 
laws, while this destructive fishing activity has 
been left to spread (in some areas to 
significant levels). This has led to more 
localised restrictions on their use (e.g. a 
complete ownership ban within Komodo 
National Park). In Simeulue, a joint agreement 
to prohibit compressor use between regent, law 
enforcement authorities and Panglima Laot was 
enacted in 2018 and will carry strong 
enforcement penalties once fully implemented.

3. Give voice to small-scale fishers by 
continuing to actively involve Panglima Laot
in marine management decision-making: 
Given the strong resource tenure rights 
associated with Aceh’s customary marine 
management system – and the growing global 
recognition of the rights of small-scale fishers, 
enshrined in the Voluntary Guidelines for 
Securing Small-Scale Fisheries (FAO, 2015) –
the Panglima Laot have a vital role to play in 
tackling compressor fishing on Simeulue. 
Efforts to legally recognise these rights should 
continue across the island, including within 
newly designated MPAs. 

4. Collaborate with other stakeholders to 
tackle destructive fishing across Aceh 
province: A Governor Decree at province level 
to create a “Task Force for Tackling 
Destructive Fishing in Aceh” is currently being 
drafted. Once declared, the task force will have 
three sub-task forces focussing on collecting 
data and information, surveillance and law 
enforcement, and alternative livelihood 
development for destructive fishers. This 
represents an exciting opportunity to share 
lessons from Simueulue as well as to 
potentially replicate successful approaches 
from other parts of the province.  

Furthermore, the study has wider implications for stakeholders involved in management of customary 
fishing areas (“lhoks”), Marine Protected Areas and the emerging provincial MPA network. While not 
directly arising from the survey data in this study, FFI makes the following associated conservation-
related recommendations regarding compressor fishing:
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