CIRCULAR NO. ‘/\6
LB THE _BLACK SASH ‘4

CIRCULAR TO ALL REGIONS

HEADQUARTERS REGZION 37 Harvard Buill
Joubert Street,
J OHANNESBURG

GENERAL _LAW _AMENDMENT _BILL 1963,

We demonstrated in Johannesburg six timee durinz three days -
the Posters were "Minister of Justice Destroys Justice". Innocent
or Gullty - the Courts Not the Cabinet must Decide". "Protest
againat Vorster's B1i11l", U'Detention without trial is not Justice"

Telegrams were sent as follows :-

Mre. Helen Suzman "Let your lonely stand not deter you.
Elstory and our Children will defend you'.

812 de Villiers Graaff "Stunned by your betrayal of the Rule
nf Law. History and our Children will
condemn you."

IHE State President "Your Excellency, In the eaiise of Justice
we appeal to you as a lawyer, as a past
Minister of Justiece now holding the hi:zhest
offlce in the land to use your perogative and
refuse to slgh the General Law Amendment Bill
1963, The Provisions of this Bill abro-
gate the Rule of Law negate the fundamental
princliples of Habeas Corpus and are eontrary
to justice. Bouth Afriea has always proudly
upheld the Rule of Law and we beseech you not
to destroy something fundamental to our way of
life and not to endorse an act whish will make
our country an outeast from Western Civilization."

All of these telegrams were given exeellent publiclty in the
"Rand Dally Mail',

BANTU LaWS aMENDMENT BILL DEMONSTRATION

The followinzg 1s a (translated) extract from "Dagbreek en
Sondagnuus! of 28th April, 1963.

" BLACK SASH PLuNS MOTOR CONVOY Membere of the Black Sash are
alleged to be organieing a "silent" protest against forthcoming
leglslation. They are planninz a motor convoy which will proceed
to Cape Town from different places.

The various econvoys will all meet at Green Point Common in
Cape Town when the second reading of the Bantu Laws Amendment Bill
opens in Parliament. From the Common they plan, so Dagbresk
hears, to arrange a procession to the Houses of Asgembly. Yesterdsy
some of thelr committee members were still in Cape Town where the
plans for the procession were discussed,"

This was immediately denied in the "Rand Daily Mail" of
29th April. We have no 1dea where Dagbreek got thie information.

MaGAZINE It would be appreciated if all regions will zive

at_least two months ' notice of any change in the number of _
magazines required. Mrs. Fleming will be pleased to reccive as soon
a8 posslble the numbers of paid-up members for the period 1962 -
1963, for the purpose of sending levy accounts.

R. M. JOHNSTON
HON. SECRETARY



THE BLACK SASH

Transveal Reglon - Advice Qffice
Report for April,19635

Total number of casssa 51 New Cases in April 18
Endorsinge out 26 6
Workaeekers B L
Permite L1 7
Rent 3 1
Miscellaneous B 3

Of these 26 cases are pending, 25 closed (ineluding 10 successful)

Observatlons

We have had no new cases from Alexandra, which 1s worrylng.
The woman for whom we obtained an extended permit in March dls-
appeared before the permit had lapsed, and before an appeal to
the Chief Bantu Commissloner could be mounted.

Most of the people now coming, visit us befere they are
actually endorsed out - or long afterwards.

We have been able, in esome of the former eases, to get them
offers of work in order to regularise thelr positlon, In the
case of young men and boys of educatlon there is great difficulty.
We have twice been told that J.C., Matlc and even B.As,, are so
common that there is no hope of placing them. When their student
permits lapse, they are told to Zo back to the reserves.

One lad, J.C., bursary to Kilnerton was adviged to get his
matric at Demelin College, while working part time, The Bantu
Commissioner, in his area was helpful. He tried for some months
to establish himself here, but eventually was informed that he was
only permitted to work on farms or mines. We put him in touch with
a Mining House who appeared ready to offer him a clerical job. Thie
lad sald, "They tell us to get educated and then they send us
away where we can't get work. There is no work for me near my
home. Even the Native Commissioner's office 1ls staffed by clerke
from Johannesburg'.

Another young fellow had been at Hammanskraal with hls grand-
mother. At about the time he zot his matric his grandmother died.
He tried to get a Job in Johannesburg near his wldowed mother, who
lives in as & domestic servant. The most he can expect 1s a one
month visiting permit.

dome people disappear after consulting us and we do not know
what happens to them. Two of these have recently been found to
have been satisfactorily settled.

Senior municipal officials, and 1n some cases township
superintendents, have been courteous and patient

B. BROCK
ADVICE OFFICE SUPERVISOR.
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