CLIMATE CHANGE LESSON PLAN – What happens to our polluted oceans?
For Grade 1 

Prepared by Elizabeth Martens
Description of Activity: The lesson is on oceans and what happens when they are polluted with litter from humans. The educator sets up different scenes of the oceans ie. healthy scenes and unhealthy (polluted) scenes. These can be placed at various spots in a section of the playground. Learners go on a ‘treasure hunt’ to see in which scenes they can find Nemo. If they cannot find Nemo this means that the sea is too polluted for animals to survive. 
This lesson could be completed over _2_ 30 min lessons or over _1_ week.
	Learning Area/s: Natural Science
	Learning Outcomes: Natural Science: LO1



	Assessment Standard/s: AS2 & AS3 Learner is able to carry out instructions independently and show or tell what is happening using own ideas for an explanation

	Subject Integration: Life Orientation; Home Language (listening to instructions, speaking); Arts and Culture, Mathematics
 

	Background knowledge required by learners: Learners understand what causes pollution

	Materials Needed: paper, wax crayons, pencil crayons, clipboards and pencils, prestick
Educator must make healthy and unhealthy (polluted) scenes of the ocean. The healthy scenes have pictures of Nemo hidden in the sea plants. The polluted scenes do not have Nemo in them and there is little evidence of other animal and plant life. They also contain litter. Each scene is given a number placed in a top corner and big enough for the learners to see. These scenes must be hidden in a section of the playground.

	Activity Procedure:

Lesson 1: The teacher asks the learners to think about the ocean. What comes into their minds? May be some learners have visited the beach while others have only heard about it. What do they feel about the ocean? What animals do you find in the ocean? Can all water animals live in the ocean? Do plants live in the ocean? What things can harm these animals in the water? Speak to the learners about pollution.
Learners are given a clip board, piece of paper with the number of scenes and a pencil. They then go on a ‘treasure hunt’ to find how many Nemo’s they can spot in the scenes of the oceans the educator has hidden in a section of the playground. Each scene has a big number written in one of the top corners for the learners to see. Next to that number on their piece of paper they must write how many Nemo’s they can find in that scene. Some of these scenes will not have any Nemo’s.

Learners return to the classroom and the educator collects the scenes placed in the playground. These are stuck on the wall in the front of the class. The educator asks the learners how many Nemo’s they found in each scene going from scene 1 to scene ……..
The educator asks why some of the scenes had no Nemo’s in them; what makes those scenes different?

Lesson 2: The scenes are still stuck on the classroom wall. Learners draw a picture of what a health ocean should look like. What would Nemo like from a healthy ocean? Learners then explain their drawing to the class


	Assessment Method: Teacher assessment using a rubric, with question like the following:

Is the learner able to follow instructions?
Is the learner able to know why there are not many animals and plants found in the scenes of unhealthy oceans?

Is the learner able to show and explain what they have drawn?




