CLIMATE CHANGE LESSON PLAN – The Journey of My Clothes
For Grade 8

Prepared by Elizabeth Martens
Description of Activity: The Learners choose their favourite item of clothing (only 1 item). They need to find out were it was manufactured and what materials were used to produce it. Learners find out what impact the production of these materials has on the people who manufacture them as well as the environment. How does this affect climate change?
This lesson should be completed over _4_ 30 min lessons or over _1_ week.

	Learning Area/s: Social Science (Geography)
	Learning Outcomes: SS (Geography): LO3

	Assessment Standard/s: SS (Geography) - LO3: AS1, 2, 3 & 4: Learners are able to identify challenges to societies associated with the use and abuse of people and natural resources; able to examine unequal distribution of and access to resources in different contexts; able to investigate possible ways of reducing resource consumption; able to make suggestions to guide sustainable living practices in a particular context
	Subject Integration: EMS, Technology, Natural Science, Language


	Background knowledge required by learners:

An understanding of globalisation and how some of the methods used can contribute to climate change
Calculating a carbon footprint
Map reading
Research / investigation skills
	Materials Needed:

Learners select one of their favourite items of clothing

	Activity Procedure:

Lesson 1 & 2: Learners select one item of clothing from home. This should preferable be an item that has a label on the inside stating were it was made and what materials were used. Learners need to investigate the origin/s of this item and its products. Where it was manufactured and what are the labour practices in that country of origin. For example some countries still use child labour although this is illegal.
Lesson 3: Learners compile their findings into a written report. This must include the positive and negative effects of the origins of their item of clothing. They should calculate the carbon footprint of their item of clothing. What are the realistic alternatives to purchasing imported goods (if their item was exported)? Etc.      

Lesson 4: Learners report back to the class their findings of where their item of clothing is from and the alternatives there are to importing. 

	Assessment Method: Teacher assessment of the written report

Teacher and peer assessment of the oral reports  



