CLIMATE CHANGE LESSON PLAN – Biodiversity and climate change 

For Grade 6
Prepared by Elizabeth Martens
Description of Activity: Learners are given a copy of Appendix A to introduce the lesson of biodiversity. They compare the biodiversity of the world with that of South Africa and formulate their own conclusions 

This lesson should be completed over _3_ 40 min lessons or over _1_ week.

	Learning Area/s: Natural Science
	Learning Outcomes: NS: LO1 & LO3


	Assessment Standard/s: NS – LO1: AS 3 Evaluate data and communicates findings: relates observations and responses to the focus question.

LO3 AS2: Understands the impact of science and technology: suggests ways to improve technological products or processes and to minimise negative effects on the environment
	Subject Integration: Social Sciences (Geography and History)


	Background knowledge required by learners:

Learner has an understanding of ecosystems

	Materials Needed:

Appendix A

	Activity Procedure:

Lesson 1: Learners are introduced to the lesson on Biodiversity and given a copy of Appendix A. Explain the term biodiversity and biomes. Why are their different biomes in South Africa and around the world; links this to the different climates. What will the consequences be if climates change – for example if the average annual rainfall increases or decreases by 500mm over the next 10 years? Will this change the vegetation, the animal habitats etc.
Lesson 2: Learners are divided into groups and each group is given a specific biome in South Africa to investigate. What are some of the interest facts about that biome?; What type of weather is common in that area? Are there any plants or animals that are only found in that biome?

Lesson 3: As a class and with the guidance of the educator, learners look at world biodiversity. They compare the findings with those of their findings of South Africa Biodiversity. Why is it important to conserve our biodiversity? How could climate change affect South Africa and the World as a whole?
 

	Assessment Method: Teacher assessment of group discussions and investigations
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