CLIMATE CHANGE LESSON PLAN – Weather and Climate 

For Grade 5
Prepared by Elizabeth Martens
Description of Activity: Learners work with weather charts, graphs and maps to identify climatic changes over several decades. Learners identify possible causes for climatic changes and achievable solutions and action plans to alleviate the impacts. These solutions and action plans are put into practice.
This lesson should be completed over _3_ 30 min lessons or over _1_ week.

	Learning Area/s: Social Sciences
	Learning Outcomes: SS (Geography): LO1


	Assessment Standard/s: SS – LO1: AS1, AS6 & AS7 Learner able to select and use sources of useful geographical information, identify and explore possible solutions to problems and demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the issue

	Subject Integration: English Language


	Background knowledge required by learners:

Ability to compare and analyse data.
Identify possible solutions to environmental issues

	Materials Needed:

Weather charts, graphs and maps

	Activity Procedure:

Lesson 1: Learners are given copies of weather charts, maps and graphs of South Africa depicting data over several decades. Learners are shown how to read these charts, maps and graphs. In groups, learners are requested to compare the data and report on their findings. Are there any noticeable changes in temperature and rainfall patterns? 
Lesson 2: With the assistance and guidance of the teacher, learners look at possible causes that can affect weather patterns and climate. For example burning of fossil fuels, industry emissions, deforestation, emission from vehicles, and what the effects of emissions/environmental destruction are on weather patterns and climate. Teacher must provide the links between environmental mismanagement and the effects these can have on climate and weather patterns. Once possible causes of climatic changes have been identified, learners are encouraged to identify achievable solutions or actions that can be taken to alleviate their impact. 
Lesson 3: Learners to put their achievable solutions and/or action plans into practice. For example plant trees, write letters to local municipalities, set up a school waste management project, greening school grounds/community, set up a mini weather station at school consisting of a rain gauge and thermometer, etc. Some of these plans may involve meeting with local municipalities and community leaders.


	Assessment Method: Teacher assessment of learners ability to compare data from reports compiled in Lesson 1
Teacher assessment of learners ability to identify possible causes for weather and climatic changes

Teacher able to assess learner knowledge and understanding of issues through achievable solutions and action plans



