CLIMATE CHANGE LESSON PLAN – Recycling and creative waste

For Grade 3 

Prepared by Charlene Russell
Description of Activity: Learners read a story about a boy that dreams about a waste problem, they explore the words: ‘refuse, reduce, re-use and recycle’, and create something from waste that they have brought from their own homes.  
This lesson could be completed over _3_ 30 min lessons or over _1_ week.

	Learning Area/s: Arts and Culture
	Learning Outcomes: LO1 & 2



	Assessment Standard/s: LO1 : AS 1&2, creates, shares and displays own work 

	Subject Integration: Social Sciences (Waste, pollution and recycling)

Life Orientation (healthy living, pollution and recycling) 

	Background knowledge required by learners: What do we need and what do we throw away.  

	Materials Needed: Waste items (various), paint, glue, string, something to make holes with (nails heated on candles make good holes in plastic) 

	Activity Procedure

Lesson 1: The learners are instructed the day before to bring an item they would normally throw away to school. The teacher makes a large pile of all the waste in the classroom. The class divides the waste into different types, ie: plastic bottles, tin cans, food waste (organic material), plastic bags, etc. the organic waste is added to the school compost heap, or buried. The teacher explains that the other waste doesn’t break down into soil. The class discusses what happens to waste that is thrown away, where it goes and what is done with it.  The class reads the story of ‘Samkelo’s Dream” together, the teacher asks questions to see how much of the story they have understood and discusses what would happen when all the landfill sites are fill with waste.  The learners draw a picture and write a sentence about what is happening in the picture, from what they remember from the story. 

Lesson 2: The teacher re-caps on the story from the previous lesson, and introduces the idea of the “four R’s” (Refuse, Reduce, Re-use, and Recycle) as a solution to the problem faced by Samkelo in the story.  In groups, the learners role-play the meanings of these words, using the rubbish that they brought to school as props. The class watches the plays performed by each group.

Lesson 3: Each group is given a pile of waste of a certain type (ie: tin cans, plastic bottles), and some examples of finished products that can be made from those items. Each learner must create and make something from their waste product.  When they have completed it they each should have the chance to explain what it is that they have made, and show it to the class.       



	Assessment Method: Teacher assessment of learners drawings and writing

Teacher assessment of role-plays: Do the groups understand the meanings of the words they are portraying?

Teacher assessment of final creative waste products 




Samkelo’s Dream
Samkelo lived in a dusty township, in a small house with his Gogo and his little sister Nombelelo. He was a boy, like other boys, he loved to play soccer in the street with his friends; but there was something special about Samkelo. He loved to help people. He helped his Gogo with her vegetables in the garden. He helped his little sister get ready for school in the mornings. When he saw old people carrying heavy things, he helped them. All his neighbours knew that if they needed help they could ask Samkelo. It made him feel good to be able to help someone. 

One day, Samkelo was walking home from school with his friends. They were joking with each other and laughing. All of a sudden, Samkelo tripped and fell. He landed on a broken bottle. When he looked at his hand he saw it was bleeding. His friends helped him home, as they were walking, Samkelo noticed how much broken glass there was around on the streets, and how much other rubbish there was. At home Samkelo’s Gogo, bandaged his hand and made him feel better. He had supper and went to bed, but could not stop thinking about what had happened. He could have hurt himself badly, or his sister or one of the smaller children could have been hurt. There was so much rubbish in their neighbourhood! It was dangerous! What could they do about it? What could he do to help? 

With these thoughts running through his mind, Samkelo feel asleep. His body drifted up into the air, he could hear his Gogo calling to him to get up for school. He got dressed and started to leave, but the door wouldn’t open. It was stuck! He pushed and pushed until it swung open. He stumbled outside. As he looked around he saw that everything was covered with rubbish. There was rubbish everywhere! There was so much that he had to swim through it just to get down the street! Just as he was swimming and pushing and sinking deeper into it he woke up! Thank goodness! It was only a dream! Gogo brought Samkelo some tea and he told her all about what he had been dreaming. 

“Hmmm” said Gogo, “Well you know Sam, dreams are very important, they try to tell us something. What do you think yours is trying to tell you?”

“I think it means that I should do something about all the rubbish in our neighbourhood, before the problem gets out of control”, said Samkelo, “I don’t know what to do though.”

“Maybe we can speak to your teacher, and tell her about it. Maybe your class at school can help you?” suggested Gogo.

So Samkelo and his Gogo went to school. They told his teacher about his dream, and about what he was worried about. She was glad to help and asked the class to all think about some ideas.

What ideas can you think of? What can Samkelo and his friends do about the rubbish in their neighbourhood? How will the story end?
