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Zakes Mda is a prolific writer of novels, plays, poems and
articles for academic journals and newspapers and his
writing and which has been translated into twenty
languages. He was born in the Eastern Cape, spending
his early childhood in Soweto, and finishing his school
education in Lesotho.
 
Ways of Dying is his first novel for which he received great
acclaim worldwide. Other works include The Heart of
Redness, The Madonna of Excelsior, Fools, Bells and the
habit of eating: Three Satires, The Whale Caller, Cion and
Black Diamond, amongst others.

Mda has won numerous awards in South Africa and internationally. These include the Sunday
Times Literary Prize, the Amstel Playwright of the Year Award, the Commonwealth Writers Prize
for Africa, the M-Net Prize, the Zora Neale Hurston/Richard Wright Legacy Award and the
American Library Association Notable Book. His novel Cion, set in southeast Ohio, was nominated
for the NAACP Image Award. His memoir Sometimes there is a Void: Memoirs of an Outsider was
the New York Times Notable Book for 2012. His novels have been translated into 21 languages
and his The Plays of Zakes Mda has been translated into South Africa’s eleven
official languages. 
He is a founding member and serves on the advisory board of African Writers Trust and in 2012, he
was awarded an honorary doctorate by the University of Cape Town for his contribution to world
literature. The South African Government conferred on him the Order of Ikhamanga, in Bronze for
his excellent contribution in the field of literature that has put South African stories on the world
stage.

Mda is based in Athens, Ohio, where he spends his time writing and teaching.

This production of Ways of Dying is the final fourth-year production of UCT’s Centre
for Theatre, Dance and Performance graduating Acting students

Production Credits

CAST
Fourth year Acting students from the Centre for Theatre, Dance & Performance Studies:
Liam Walsh, Tamzin Williams, Megan Tromp, Frances Sholto-Douglas, Klara Schoonraad, 
Emma-Jane Pieters, Bokang Ntsutle, Basetsana Motloung, Tshiamo Moretlwe, Tebatso
Molapo, Cullum McCormack, Brett Ilsley, Anathi Godlo and Sam Alexander.

Running Time: 90 minutes. There is no interval. 
Please ensure that all cellphones are switched off. 
 
TRIGGER WARNING: the content of this production
may trigger some people as it deals with the brutality and harsh realities of life
during apartheid.
 
COVID-19 REGULATIONS: THE WEARING OF MASKS DURING THE PERFORAMANCE AND
IN THE FOYER IS MANDATORY, PRACTICE PHYSICAL DISTANCING AND SANITISE
REGULARLY.

BECOME A BAXTER COFFEE ANGEL TODAY
Soon after the lockdown and national state of disaster were first announced in South Africa,
in March this year, the Baxter Theatre Centre embarked on an innovative financial
sustainability
campaign, called Baxter Coffee Angels. The ask was simply for patrons, theatre and arts
lovers to donate as little as R30 a month (the price of a cup of coffee), or more (where
possible), to ensure the iconic theatre’s financial sustainability during this time and into the
future. Become a Baxter Coffee Angel today by visiting www.baxter.co.za.
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